
       

       
   

    
 

  

  
       

 

  

  
 

 
 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

  

         
 

      
  

  

  

  

   

  
                  

        
           

           
 
   

            

• ANIMAL CARE 
SERVICES 

City of San Antonio Animal Care Services 
4710 State Highway 151 
San Antonio, TX 78227 

www.saacs.net 
Email: ACSPermits@sanantonio.gov 

(210) 207-4PET 

Animal Exhibit Permit 
ANIMAL EXHIBIT PERMIT: $500.00/event PETTING ZOO PERMIT: $200.00/event 

APPLICANT'S COMPLETE LEGAL NAME: 
ADDRESS: ZIP: 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL: 
ADDRESS WHERE ANIMAL(S) WILL BE HOUSED: 

Age 
Sex 

M/F/S/N Species Breed Coloring Name 
Rabies 

Vacc. Date 
(if applicable) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

APPLICANT CERTIFICATION 
I certify that the information provided in this application is true and correct and that any false statement may result in the denial 
or future revocation of the Animal Permit, if approved. I also agree to abide by all conditions of approval and municipal code 
requirements if this application is approved. I further understand that any violation of the San Antonio Municipal Code and/or 
to the Animal Permit conditions of approval shall constitute grounds for the revocation of an approved Animal Permit. 
Applicant 
Signature Date 

NOTE: By signing this application, you are certifying that all requirements have been met. 

PERMIT FEES: ANIMAL EXHIBIT: $500.00/Event PETTING ZOO/RECREATIONAL RIDE: $200.00/Event 

Inspection and Subsequent re-inspection Fee: $25.00 (payment is due upon receipt of application or renewal) 

MUST BE PAID IN FULL. NO REFUNDS ARE PROVIDED. 
RECOMMENDATION 

APPROVED 
Comments: 

DENIED PERMIT NO.: 

Officer’s Signature: 

Approved by: 

Effective Date: 

FINAL ACTION 
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PLEASE READ COMPLETELY AND OBTAIN THIS PORTION 

Sec. 5-108. – Permit required for circuses, rodeos, animal exhibits, animal shows, petting zoos and 
recreational animal rides; special exceptions for institutions and special attractions 

(a) Any operator of a circus, rodeo, animal exhibit, or entertainment show, or other persons desiring to 
bring any non-aquatic mammal into the city to use in a circus, rodeo, animal exhibit or animal show 
other than a dog show or a cat show where the animals will not be directly accessible to the public, 
shall first submit a written request to the department for a permit and pay a permit application fee to 
cover the cost of inspecting the facility where the animal(s) will be kept during the event, which may 
be for any number of consecutive days. The permit application shall be submitted at least twenty 
(20) days prior to the event, and shall contain information as to the kind and number of animals 
involved, records showing animals are up to date on required vaccinations and are considered by a 
certified veterinarian as healthy, how they will be housed safely and not physically accessible to the 
public, required state or federal licensing documentation, the reason for bringing the animal(s) to the 
city, the name and address of the person or business that will keep, feed, and confine the animal(s) 
during their stay in the city and any other information requested by the department. The director has 
the authority to determine the requirements necessary with regard to risk to public safety or the 
safety of the animals for each event. If the intent of the operator is to allow a member of the general 
public direct contact with any of the animals, the operator must submit a written request to the 
department for a temporary petting zoo permit in addition to the exhibit permit as outlined in 
subsection (a). The temporary petting zoo permit shall be valid for the duration of the event outlined 
in the application. 

(b) No person shall operate a petting zoo or recreational animal ride where an animal is allowed to be in 
contact with the public (which include, but are not limited to, horses, ponies, donkeys, camels, 
elephants or cows) within the city without first obtaining a petting zoo permit which shall be valid for 
one (1) year. An operator of a petting zoo or recreational animal ride shall first submit a written 
request to the department for a petting zoo permit and pay a permit application fee to cover the cost 
of inspecting the facility where the animal(s) are kept and shall contain information as to the kind 
and number of animals involved, and the name and address of the person or business that will keep, 
feed, and confine the animal(s). Animals used within the city for petting zoos or recreational animal 
rides must be provided with all the necessities of life including air, food, water, veterinary care, 
exercise, and protection from the sun and other elements of nature. 

(c) A permit shall not be required for any animal so long as it is owned by a governmentally owned and 
operated facility, publicly operated facility, a public zoological park, or bona fide medical institution 
or research institution. 

(d) A prohibited animal brought into the city for entertainment purposes which is not approved by the 
department, upon the order of the department, will be immediately removed from the city. If not so 
removed expeditiously, an animal care officer shall seize such animal if he has reason to believe the 
animal is not being properly fed, housed, or cared for, or is not being safely and securely confined 
for public safety. Failure to comply with the removal order shall constitute a misdemeanor offense. 

(e) Animals used within the city for entertainment purposes such as rodeos and circuses must be 
provided with all the necessities of life including air, food, water, veterinary care, exercise, and 
protection from the sun and other elements of nature. A licensed veterinarian must be in attendance 
at all such functions. Once determined to be injured or ill by a licensed veterinarian, an animal may 
be returned to use only after certification as healthy by a licensed veterinarian. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall authorize the department to issue a permit to a person to sell, trade, 
barter, lease, rent, or give away any animal on any roadside, public right-of-way, commercial parking 
lot, or at any garage sale, flea market or festival. 

(Ord. No. 2017-10-05-0755, § 1, 10-5-17) 

Upon inspection; if 
Approved – you will have 5 days to pay your permit fee. FEE: $500.00/$200.00

Payment needs to be made at:
Animal Care Services Department
4710 State Hwy. 151 San Antonio, TX  78227 

Approved with contingency – Minor requirements need to be met by date indicated by 
Animal Care Officer. Another inspection will be provided (No additional fee applies). 
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