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City of San Antonio

Office of Sustainability
Inside th is Annua l Report , you ’l l  find 2021 h igh lights of SA Clim ate Ready in it ia tives in  clean energy, susta inable food
system s, veh icle electrifica tion , safe streets, heat island effect m itiga tion , education  and em powerm ent, and cl im ate
equity. For a  deeper dive, p lease visit  sanantonio.gov/susta inabil ity  and sasusta inabilty.com . 

Top – Douglas Meln ick, Murray  Myers, Ju lia  Murphy, Harley  Hubbard, Andra  Nava -Garcia
Bottom  – Mary  Gonza lez, Cynth ia  Dittrich , John Ba iley, Golda  Obinzu , Minerva  Defee, Gloria  Scherzinger

Not p ictured – Adil  Chowdhury  

A Word from our Chief Sustainability Officer

Douglas Melnick
Friends,

As we begin  another year, we wish  to extend heartfelt  wishes of peace and safety  from  the Office of Susta inabil ity. Our
work continues to focus on  ways we can enhance l ivabil ity, susta inabil ity, and resil ience in  San Antonio. We sincerely
apprecia te those who have shared their t im e and ta lent to help us advance energy  efficiency, sm art and clean
transporta tion , na tura l resource conservation , and cl im ate equity. As we continue to priorit ize stra tegies that prepare us
for the future, we a re proud of the investm ents San Antonio is m aking in  electrify ing our m unicipa l fleet , supporting low-
cost funding opportun it ies for enhancing the efficiency of our bu ild ing stock, em powering com m unity  m em bers and
loca l youth  a round cl im ate action , m itiga ting extrem e heat, and insta l l ing sta te-of-the a rt in frastructure to encourage
electric veh icles. We invite you  to read our SA Clim ate Ready 2021 Progress Report on line. Much , m uch m ore is on  the
horizon , and we a re excited to greet 2022 with  a  fu l l  roster of transform ative projects. For a  com prehensive look a t our
portfol io , p lease visit  sasusta inabil i l ty.com .

https://www.sanantonio.gov/sustainability
https://www.sasustainability.com/?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
https://www.sasustainability.com/?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
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SA Climate Ready Advisory Committees
The Advisory  Com m ittees a re im portant partners to bring
clim ate action  and preparedness to fru it ion  through
im plem entation  of the stra tegies in  the SA Clim ate Ready
Plan. 

Both  com m ittees chose their priorit ies for the year, which
include one m itiga tion  stra tegy, one adapta tion  stra tegy,
and one stra tegy that encom passes both :

Energy  Benchm arking (m itiga tion)
Resil ience Hubs (adapta tion)
Engagem ent & Com m unications (both)

The Tech & Com m unity  com m ittee a lso proposed
am endm ents to the Unified Developm ent Code and to the
2022-2027 (and beyond) Bond Program s. 

M el i ssa Br yan t  
C h air,  T ech n ical &  C o m m u n ity

A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee 
S an  A n to n io  R iv er A u th o rity

J am es C o o p er  
C o - ch air,  T ech n ical &  C o m m u n ity

A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee 
Pro ject Q u est

J esu s G ar ci a- G o n zal ez  
C h air,  C lim ate E q u ity  
A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee 

C ath o lic  C h arit ies  A rch d io cese 
o f S an  A n to n io ,  I n c.

D r.  A d el i ta C an tu  
C o - C h air,  C lim ate E q u ity  

A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee 
UT  Health  S an  A n to n io

Health  & Clim ate with  
Dr. Adelita  Cantu

Workforce Developm ent & Equity  with  
Jam es Cooper

EV 's and Mass Transit with  
Rick Cavender & 

 Kath leen "Kam m y" Horne

Youth  and Young Adult 
Engagem ent with  Aaron Arguello

and Dr. Neil  Debbage

Biodiversity  and Food System s 
with  Dr. Kelly  Lyons 
and Stephen Lucke

Committee Members Share Their Expertise

In  2021, the Office of Susta inabil ity  conducted in terviews with  committee members. Click on  each image below to read
the in terviews. Alternatively, you  can visit  sasusta inabil ity.com/news-blogs-and-events/blog to see a l l  of the in terviews
conducted in  2021.

https://www.sasustainability.com/blog/71-health-and-climate-with-dr.-adelita-cantu?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
https://www.sasustainability.com/blog/73-workforce-development-and-equity-with-james-cooper?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
https://www.sasustainability.com/blog/82-transportation:-ev%E2%80%99s-and-mass-transit-with-rick-cavender-&-kathleen-%E2%80%9Ckammy%E2%80%9D-horne?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
https://www.sasustainability.com/blog/89-youth-and-young-adult-engagement?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
https://www.sasustainability.com/blog/94-biodiversity-and-food-systems?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
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2021 Recognitions

Office of Sustainability
Recognized for 2nd Year
by Texan by Nature
For the second year in  a  row, the Office of Susta inabil ity
has been recognized as a  leader in  conservation  and
susta inabil ity  by  Texan by  Nature, a  non-profit  founded
by form er F irst Lady Laura  Bush.  The “TxN 20”
recognition  h igh lights the work of public and priva te
sector entit ies across 12 industry  sectors who  a re
com m itted to conservation  through their projects and
program s, best practices, and lessons learned. Th is
year’s honorees a lso include: Alam o Group, Bank of
Am erica , BNSF, CEMEX, Dell  Technologies, Desert Door
Texas Sotol , DFW Internationa l Airport , Fa rm er Brothers,
H -E-B, HDR, Sanderson Farm s, Shell  Oil  Com pany, Sysco,
Texas Hea lth  Resources, Texas Instrum ents, The Beck
Group, Ltd., V istra  Corp., Wa lm art , and Waste
Managem ent.

2021 Recognitions

City Accepted into Carbon
Disclosure Project's Catalyze
Cohort
The Office of Susta inabil ity  is one of 12 loca l governm ents across the
U.S. tha t was accepted in to the Carbon Disclosure Project’s (CDP)
Cata lyze Cohort to bu ild  ski l l  sets in  project conceptua liza tion , project
developm ent, and financing m echanism s in  2022. The CDP cohort wil l
workshop transporta tion  and green infrastructure projects that a re
seeking financing or develop funding stra tegies. The cohort is spread
across m ultip le departm ents including Public Works, Transporta tion , and
Innovation , as well  as the Southwest Research  Institu te, to help spread
knowledge and resources cross-functiona lly.

San Antonio is on CDP’s Cities A List with an A- grade for

publicly disclosing a city-wide emissions inventory, an

emissions reduction target and renewable energy target, a

published a cl imate action plan, and a cl imate risk and

vulnerabil ity assessment and cl imate adaptation plan.

https://www.cdp.net/en
KLA_D
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2021 Recognitions

Global Covenant of Mayors
Awards City for Adaptation
and Mitigation
The Globa l Covenant of Mayors for Clim ate and Energy
(GCoM) is the la rgest g loba l a l l iance for city  cl im ate
leadersh ip , bu ilt  upon the com m itm ent of over 11,500 cit ies
and loca l governm ents. Based on current ta rgets and actions,
GCoM cit ies and loca l governm ents could collectively  reduce
globa l em issions by  3.8 GtCO2e annua lly  in  2050, com prising
one-quarter of tota l  u rban em issions abatem ent potentia l. As
part of the GCoM cohort , San Antonio com m itted to advance
clim ate action  in  three key  a reas: reducing greenhouse gas
em issions, identify ing – and adapting to – the risks
associa ted with  cl im ate change, and increasing access to
clean and a ffordable energy. In  2021, the city  was awarded
the adapta tion  and m itiga tion  badges.

2021 Recognitions

Mayor's Youth Engagement Council for Climate
Initiatives Receives National Recognition

The success of the MYECCI was recognized by  The United
Sta tes Conference of Mayors, receiving the award of
Honorable Mention  in  the Large City  Category  of the
Mayors Clim ate Protection  Award (MCPA).

“I couldn’t be prouder of how our young residents

are stepping up to participate in the local cl imate

conversation. Our youth are joining people around

the world who are helping to craft a sustainable

future for their communities.”  - Mayor Ron N irenberg

The MYECCI is adm in istered by  EcoRise and funded in  part by  the Hollom on Price Foundation. Read m ore about the
Mayor's Youth  Engagem ent Council  for Clim ate In it ia tives on  p. 6  of th is report.
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Education & Empowerment

Equitable and Accessible Engagement
Education  & Em powerm ent is a  foundationa l stra tegy for
cl im ate action , included in  the SA Clim ate Ready P lan. The
City  is working with  Texas Creative, Ltd. (TXC), a  wom an-
and loca lly -owned public rela tions com pany, to ensure
that the City  of San Antonio com m unicates with  the public
in  engaging and accessible ways. TXC has provided direct
funding for loca l grassroots organizations, including
disABILITYsa , The Em power House (form erly  Martinez
Street Wom en’s Center), Yanawana  Herbola rios, and The
Hea lth  Collabora tive, to engage with  frontl ine
com m unities, and conduct a  study to understand a ttitudes
and perceptions of com m unity  m em bers. 

The study found that most San Antonio adults

believe that climate change is occurring

(81%) and having an impact on San

Antonio (78%), and that governm ent and business
cooperation  is needed to address cl im ate change. 

Education & Empowerment

Extreme Weather and
Health Impacts
The Office of Susta inabil ity  com m issioned the Hea lth
Collabora tive (THC) to conduct a  thorough assessm ent
of the ways in  which  the changing cl im ate is l ikely  to
exacerbate (and perhaps even cause) i l lnesses, in juries
and even deaths through extrem e weather events and
an increased frequency and severity  of diseases
exacerbated by  the cl im ate crisis as a  p lanning
guidance docum ent and vita l  supplem enta l com panion
to the City ’s Clim ate Ready Action  P lan. THC was
tasked with  determ in ing what threats pollu tion-induced
environm enta l changes pose to the City  of San Antonio
and to quantify  the excess m orbidity  and m orta l ity  tha t
can be a ttributed to the cl im ate crisis. Th is serves the
greater purpose of cra fting evidence-based stra tegies
on how to m itiga te these losses and offers insight in to
the public hea lth  and safety  tol l  cl im ate change can
affect by  the year 2036 if actions such as those
suggested a re not prom ptly  undertaken. The fu l l  report
can be accessed on the City 's susta inabil ity  website.
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Self-Reported Asthma Rates in Texas

Percent (%) of Surveyed Adults Reporting They Ever Had Asthma, by Race/
Ethnicity, Texas

https://www.disabilitysa.org/
https://empowerhousesa.org/
https://www.yanawanaherbolarios.org/
http://healthcollaborative.net/
https://www.sanantonio.gov/sustainability/MediaCenter/Publications
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Education & Empowerment

Youth Engagement for Climate Initiatives
The second cohort of the Mayor’s Youth  Engagem ent Council  for Clim ate In it ia tives (MYECCI), m anaged by  EcoRise and
funded by  the Hollom an Price Foundation , launched in  Fa ll  2021 and consists of students representing 10 school
districts with  a t least two students from  each of the City ’s Council  Districts. MYECCI is one in it ia tive of the Office of
Susta inabil ity ’s cl im ate education  and em powerm ent program . Students wil l  pa rticipate in  citywide cl im ate engagem ent
and education  cam paigns to incorpora te youth  concerns and wil l  have the opportun ity  to engage with  City  Council
m em bers. 

Education & Empowerment

What's the MYECCI Been Up To?
The MYECCI had its first successfu l cohort in  the 2020-2021 school year.
The cohort worked on  projects and policy  recom m endations on  the
following topics: Infrastructure and Energy ;  Biodiversity ;  Com m unity
Hea lth  and Food Security ;  and Transporta tion  and Housing. Exam ples of
resu lt ing projects including enhancing a  bus stop with  greenery  and
shade, insta l l ing a  bug hotel , and sta rting a  com m unity  garden. Six
students who participated in  the first MYECCI cohort were selected for
pa id sum m er in ternsh ips generously  funded by  the Hollom on Price
Foundation. The in terns worked in  the Office of Susta inabil ity, Office of
Historic Preservation , World Heritage Office, and partner organizations
including the Texas Butterfly  Ranch , and the San Antonio River
Foundation. The MYECCI program  was recognized with  Honorable
Mention  in  the Large City  ca tegory  as part of the 2021 Mayors Clim ate
Protection  Awards hosted by  the US Conference of Mayors.

N icole Rom ero and Ashley  Bird a re shown
at the Texas Butterfly  Ranch.

KLA_D
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The program  was recognized by  the Am erican P lanning
Associa tion-Texas Chapter, ach ieving the sta tewide 2021

Environm enta l P lanning Award.

Education & Empowerment

Climate Education and
Empowerment for City
Staff
In  order to educate and em power city  sta ff, the Office
of Susta inabil ity  created a  new tra in ing series focused
on cl im ate change ca lled “Understanding Climate
Change & Action in  San Antonio” tha t was a ttended by
over 8 ,000 em ployees. The tra in ing program  was well
a ttended, received posit ive reviews, and inspired m ost
attendees to apply  som eth ing new that they  learned to
their persona l or work l ife. The program  was recognized
by the American Planning Association-Texas Chapter,
ach ieving the sta tewide 2021 Environm enta l P lanning
Award - Gold.

“I received the Climate Change and Action training series and it sparked my interest…I am very

interested in learning more about San Antonio’s efforts towards combating environmental concerns.” -

Development Services Department

“My daughter is super into the cl imate change issues, so it’s something I can bond with her on, plus

it’s a very timely and important issue!” - Finance Department

KLA_D
ClimateInitiative
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Education & Empowerment

Measuring Impact of Climate Ready Strategies
To reach our goa l of being carbon neutra l  by  2050, the City  needs to im plem ent h igh-im pact stra tegies that wil l  reduce
our em issions. San Antonio ana lyzed the potentia l  im pact of 6  key  cl im ate action  stra tegies priorit ized with in  the SA
Clim ate Ready P lan  and found that, if enacted as soon as possible, these stra tegies would get us to 46% of our
reduction  ta rget. The stra tegies included energy  benchm arking for com m ercia l  and m ulti -fam ily  bu ild ings, white roofs
and energy  insu la tion  bu ild ing code, electric veh icle charger readiness bu ild ing code, sola r readiness bu ild ing code,
zero net energy  in  m unicipa l bu ild ings, and incentiv izing urban agricu lture. Energy  benchm arking a lone would return
$4.78 in  benefits for every  $1 invested. To read m ore about the stra tegies, refer to the Cost-Benefit  Ana lysis of Key
Clim ate Ready Stra tegies report.
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Advancements in Transportation

Building a Movement for Safer
Streets
San Antonio residents desire safer and m ore convenient options to
walk and bike, but sti l l  too m any of our streets a re designed for fast
m oving cars. That is beginn ing to change with  the creation  of a
unique organization  that has worked closely  with  City  sta ff and
com m unity  partners to prom ote susta inable, people-first
transporta tion  policies and projects. Activa teSA, a  volunteer-led
tactica l p lanning in it ia tive and th ink-tank, is working collectively  to
im plem ent bold new active transporta tion  infrastructure that serves
every  San Antonian  through advocacy, consensus-bu ild ing , and
technica l design.

“Activa ting” San Antonio can em power
residents to get a round safely  and efficiently.

https://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/Sustainability/News/Cost-Benefit-Analysis-of-Key-Climate-Ready-Strategies.pdf
KLA_D
ClimateInitiative



2021 San Antonio Climate Ready Plan Annual Report

EVSA and Blink Charging insta l led their first EV charging
sta tion  a t the San Antonio Zoo.

Advancements in Transportation

Making EV Chargers More
Accessible and
Convenient
Electric Vehicles San Antonio (EVSA) kicked off a
partnersh ip with  Blink Charging to add over 100 publicly
accessible electric veh icle (EV) charging ports to over 50
City -owned sites, l ike l ibra ries and parks, to encourage
EV adoption. The City, including Mayor N irenberg , held a
ribbon-cutting event a t the first insta l la tion  site, the San
Antonio Zoo, in  Fa ll  2021 to launch the project. To ra ise
the public’s awareness of electric veh icles, the Office of
Susta inabil ity  launched a  com prehensive public
inform ation  cam paign to increase education  and
engagem ent about EVs. 

 Cl ick for la rger version.

9

https://www.sanantonio.gov/sustainability/Sustainable-Transportation/ElectricTransportation
https://kladashboard-clientsourcefiles.s3.amazonaws.com/San+Antonio/SanAntonio_EV_Charger_Profile.pdf
https://kladashboard-clientsourcefiles.s3.amazonaws.com/San+Antonio/SanAntonio_EV_Charger_Profile.pdf
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The Travis Bu ild ing wil l  see upgrades such as reflective
roofing , LED l ighting , water-conserving plumbing

modifica tions, and HVAC upgrades.

Advancements in Energy

Sustainability Upgrades
with PACE Program
On March 5 , 2020, the City  of San Antonio City  Council
officia l ly  established the Property  Assessed Clean
Energy  (PACE) program with in  the city  l im its. PACE is
an innovative financing tool tha t a l lows owners of
commercia l , industria l , nonprofit , and la rge multi -
family  residentia l  properties access to low-cost, long-
term loans to conduct energy  efficiency and water
conservation  improvements to rea l property. Since the
establishment of the PACE Act in  Texas, over 35
counties and cit ies have implemented the program in
their ju risdictions, resu lt ing in  26 executed projects
va lued a t over $100 mil l ion  in  loans. 

San Antonio’s h istoric Travis Bu ild ing wil l  be
undergoing a  $5 mil l ion  renovation  for efficiency
upgrades with  support secured through the TX-PACE
program. The upgrades wil l  include reflective roofing ,
LED l ighting , water-conserving plumbing modifica tions,
and HVAC upgrades that wil l  resu lt in  an  estimated
$8.4 mil l ion  in  energy  cost savings over its l ifespan.
The bu ild ing wil l  u lt imately  house 63 multifamily  un its
and keep its dedicated reta i l  space on  the ground floor.
Renovations a re expected to be complete in  spring of
2022.

For any  inqu iries regarding PACE, p lease email  Ly le
Hufstetler  lhufstetler@aacog.com with  AACOG or
Thomas Davis Thomas.Davis@sanantonio.gov with  the
City  of San Antonio.

Innovation in Climate Action

Paving the Way for
Neighborhood Cooling
The City  of San Antonio became the 1st city in  Texas and
the 3 r d  major city in  the US to uti l ize cool pavement as a
heat mitiga tion  tool. Cool pavement is one solution  to
achieve neighborhood-level cooling by  apply ing an
aspha lt trea tment to reflect the sun ’s rays while a lso
protecting existing pavements. The City  applied a  cool
pavement sea l coat, donated by  GuardTop, a t the east
end of Hays Street Bridge and wil l  monitor and share the
resu lts in  Fa ll  of 2022.

Cool pavement is a  water-based aspha lt applied over
existing aspha lt.

10

https://www.sanantonio.gov/EDD/Development-Opportunities/Incentives/PACE
mailto:lhufstetler@aacog.com
mailto:Thomas.Davis@sanantonio.gov
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Innovation in Climate Action

Innovation Academy Helps Develop Climate Solution
Twice a  year, the Office of Innovation  hosts the Innovation  Academ y for city  em ployees to develop foundationa l ski l ls
and techniques in  process redesign , user-centered design , and data  ana lytics to im prove service delivery  across the city.
The Office of Susta inabil ity  partnered with  Innovation  to develop the first-ever cohort focused on the SA Clim ate Ready
Plan. Departm ents l ike Public Works, Hum an Services, Metro Hea lth , and H istoric Preservation  have learned skil ls tha t
wil l  help them  accelera te cl im ate solutions with in  m unicipa l opera tions. Som e of the cohort ’s projects include bu ild ing
efficiency and design , electrify ing the City  fleet , m itiga ting urban heat islands, and a  reuse innovation  center. You can
follow these projects and other CAAP updates on  the Susta inabil ity  Dashboard a t sasusta inabil ity.com .

Innovation in Climate Action

San Antonio Participating
in SDGs Cities Challenge
In  2021, the Office of Susta inabil ity  was invited to
participate in  the Susta inable Developm ent Goa ls (SDGs)
Cities Cha llenge. In  addition , the City  of San Antonio
(Office of Susta inabil ity, Word Heritage Office,
MetroHea lth , P lanning, and Solid Waste Managem ent),
with  partners Gardopia  and the Food Policy  Council ,
convened a  loca l Food System s Dia logue in  2021. The
goa l of the dia log is to transform  the way we produce,
consum e, dispose of, and th ink about food to serve as a
roadm ap for the future. Th is dia logue is the urgent first of
step in  the process of exploring our loca l food system
cha llenges and identify ing opportun it ies to bu ild  better
partnersh ips.

The Susta inable Developm ent Goa ls a re a  collection  of
17 globa l goa ls a im ed a t ach ieving a  susta inable future

for a l l .

11

https://www.sasustainability.com/?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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Innovation in Climate Action

North American Friendship Garden & Monarch Butterfly
and Pollinator Festival

The North  Am erican Friendship Garden , located a t
Confluence Park, has exceeded a l l  expecta tions and
continues to serve as a  va luable resource in  helping to
increase biodiversity  and cu lt iva te environm enta l
stewards. Throughout the first six m onths, num erous
poll ina tors, including Monarch  butterfl ies, were spotted
throughout the North  Am erican Friendship Garden , which
serves as an  educationa l resource for field trips and tours
throughout Confluence Park. 

To date, the Seed Libra ry  has distributed over 1 ,600 free
seed packets com prised of poll ina tor-preferred plants,
herb , veggie, and fru it  seeds. The Bug Hotel welcom ed
m any different occupants including solita ry  bees and
poll ina ting beetles. Additiona l m ilkweeds wil l  be p lanted
on an  annua l basis to create a  m ore substantia l  a rea  for
m igra ting Monarch  butterfl ies and other poll ina tors.

The North  Am erican Friendship Garden has a lso been adopted in to the San Antonio River Authority ’s Confluence Park Be
River Proud field trip  curricu lum . Over 900 students and teachers have received an  in teractive education  on  poll ina tors
and native p lants in  the friendship context since the garden ’s grand opening. 

The Office of Susta inabil ity  participated in  the sixth  annua l Monarch  Butterfly  and Poll ina tor Festiva l , which  was held a t
Confluence Park. The event was a  great success with  m ore than 1 ,000 a ttendees and a round 600 butterfl ies tagged with
the nam e of som eone who passed away in  2021. Confluence Park was chosen as the location  for the return  to an  in -
person event because the park has a  la rva l garden , which  features host p lants for butterfl ies to lay  eggs, and is close to
the river, where a  great va riety  of flowers continue to b loom  during autum n.

12

Leading by Example

Municipal Facilities are
Becoming More Efficient
Energy efficiency is a crit ica l p iece of reducing our overa l l 
em issions. The Energy Efficiency Fund (EEF) wa s
esta blished by City Council in 2011 to fund energy
conserva t ion with in municipa l fa cil i t ies tha t reduce uti l i ty 
expenditures. The EEF ha s com pleted 419 energy projects 
with in 190 municipa l fa cil i t ies to da te, which ha s resu lted
in a n 11% overa l l reduction in energy use a nd a tota l
cumula t ive cost sa vings of $1.65 m i l l ion . These energy 
projects helped to reduce the City 's ca rbon dioxide
em issions by a lmost 60,000 metric tons which is
equiva lent to the em issions of a pproxima tely 12 ,600
vehicles driven for one yea r or 20 ,417 tons of la ndfi l l
wa ste. 
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Partner Highlights

ReWorksSA: Connecting Local Businesses to Recycling
Solutions
The City  of San Antonio is transform ing their program s to provide resources for loca l businesses to reduce their ca rbon
footprint. ReWorksSA, a  program  launched in  2018, helps loca l businesses sta rt or im prove recycling program s in  the
workplace. In  2021, ReWorksSA becam e one of the City 's key  cl im ate in it ia tives, form ing a  partnersh ip to bring
m easurable resu lts to San Antonio's waste and carbon footprint. Research  shows that both  custom ers and em ployees
care about an  organization's corpora te socia l  responsibi l i ty, m eaning that im plem enting or im proving a  business's
recycling program  could contribute to business growth  and better em ployee retention . 

Through a  b i l lboard cam paign , San Antonio residents were rem inded that they  could find, and do business with ,
businesses that have the City ’s susta inabil ity  as a  top priority. 

Learn  which  businesses in  your com m unity  a re ReWorksSA certified recyclers!

Partner Highlights

ReWorks Pinnacle Award
ReWorksSA was launched in  2018 to help the loca l business
com m unity  sta rt or im prove recycling in  the workplace. Now
the program  includes the a reas of water conservation ,
energy  conservation  and renewable energy, transporta tion
and travel policies, and genera l environm enta l policies as
well  as recycling. Businesses can earn  points determ in ing
their certifica tion  level and receive recognition  by  the City
of San Antonio as industry  leaders.

In  the sum m er of 2021, ReWorksSA was upgraded to include
the new P innacle Award. Th is award is the City ’s h ighest
level of certifica tion  and is bestowed on ly  to com panies
m aking the City ’s susta inabil ity  goa ls a  top priority. The
award is a  joint endeavor between the Solid Waste
Managem ent Departm ent, tha t developed ReWorksSA, and
the Office of Susta inabil ity. The other certifica tion  levels a re
gold , si lver, and bronze. 
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https://www.reworkssa.org/
https://gis.sanantonio.gov/SWMD/CommercialRecycle/index.html
https://www.reworkssa.org/
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Partner Highlights

Building a Greener San
Antonio
Build San Antonio Green  (BSAG) is San Antonio’s loca l
green bu ild ing program  and was founded in  2001 to
reduce em issions in  the com m unity. Th is is accom plished
through certifica tion  of above code, resi l ient , and cl im ate
ready bu ild ings, and the unbiased technica l resource tool ,
Bring Sola r Hom e. Focused on energy, water, site,
m ateria ls, indoor a ir qua lity, renewables, EVs, BSAG has
certified over 29 m il l ion  sq. ft . of green bu ild ings,
including over 12,898 single fam ily  hom es and 14
m ultifam ily, m ixed-use, and com m ercia l  bu ild ings. These
projects equate to 21 m egawatts of peak energy  dem and
reduction  and reduce the City ’s em issions by  saving over
348 m il l ion  pounds of CO2, which  is equ iva lent to taking
over 29,000 cars off our roads each year.

BSAG certifica tion  provides transparency between
developers and hom e buyers looking for a  m ore

susta inable hom e.

San Antonio’s Deconstruction  & Sa lvage In it ia tive a im s to
recapture bu ild ing m ateria ls tradit iona lly  lost to the

landfi l l .

Partner Highlights

Reclaiming Value Through
Deconstruction & Salvage
Deconstruction , or the system atic disassem bly  of
bu ild ings to m axim ize m ateria l  reuse potentia l , brings
m any benefits l ike increasing landfi l l  d iversion  and
creating new sources of va lue, which  can be m easured in
loca l job creation , reta i l  sa les, and advancem ents in
bu ild ing m ateria ls innovation. In  2021, the Office of
Historic Preservation  published the City 's
first Deconstruction  Stra tegic P lan , which  was awarded
a  Reuse Innovator of the Year Award by  nationa l
nonprofit  Bu ild  Reuse.
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https://buildsagreen.org/
https://www.sareuse.com/deconstruction
https://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/HistoricPreservation/Deconstruction/Treasure%20in%20the%20Walls.pdf?ver=2021-04-25-115830-417
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Partner Highlights

Training our Workforce
Through the Living
Heritage Trades Academy
The Living Heritage Trades Academ y (LHTA) provides
workforce tra in ing in  tradit iona l trades, or pre-1960
tradit iona l bu ild ing construction  m ethods and
m ateria ls. The program  provides a  10-week
apprenticesh ip under the supervision  of a  reputable
loca l contractor, am ounting to 300-400 hours of
instruction . In  2021, m ore than 20 students were tra ined
through the program , lea rn ing h igh-dem and repa ir and
restora tion  ski l ls including wood window restora tion ,
a rch itectura l ca rpentry, and tradit iona l house carpentry.

With  a  shortage of ski l led and experienced trade
practit ioners loom ing, LHTA fi l ls an  im portant gap in  the

loca l workforce.

EcoRise served 18,360 students and 340 teachers across
11 districts. 297 students and teachers a ttended 23

tra in ings.

Partner Highlights

EcoRise Program Brings
Educational Awareness to
Sustainability
EcoRise inspires a  new genera tion  of leaders to design  a
susta inable future for a l l . Since 2008, their K–12 school
program  has em powered youth  to tackle rea l-world
cha llenges in  their com m unities by  teaching
susta inabil ity, design  innovation , and socia l
entrepreneursh ip. EcoRise provides program m ing to 48
elem entary  schools, 17 m iddle schools, and 15 h igh
schools. 

According to year-end surveys of EcoRise participants,
over 90%  of teachers who participated  a re m ore aware of
susta inabil ity  issues in  their com m unities, have a  better
understanding of susta inabil ity  including the
rela tionship to trip le bottom  l ine and socia l  justice, and
are m ore confident in tegra ting susta inabil ity  and
environm enta l issues in  their teach ing.

Over  90% of the surveyed students have a  better
understanding of why susta inabil ity  is im portant in  their
com m unity  and how they  can take action  to m ake their
com m unity  m ore susta inable. Over 80% are m ore
com m itted to working on  susta inabil ity  issues in  their
com m unities!
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https://www.sanantonio.gov/historic/LivingHeritage/Education#298224248-calendar-of-courses
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American Cities Climate Challenge
As one of 25 cit ies participating in  the Am erican Cit ies Clim ate Cha llenge (ACCC), San Antonio’s Office of Susta inabil ity
has received support and technica l gu idance from  Bloom berg Ph ilanthropies to assist with  the im plem entation  of
stra tegies from  the Clim ate Action  & Adaptation  P lan , SA Clim ate Ready P lan. The Office of Susta inabil ity  has a lso had
the opportun ity  to work with  two Clim ate Advisors focused on bu ild ings and energy  and transporta tion  greenhouse gas
m itigation  in it ia tives, which  wil l  be extended through June 2022. Clim ate Advisors a re em ployees of Natura l Resources
Defense Council  (NRDC) and not the City  of San Antonio.

San Antonio and the 24 other cit ies participating in  the ACCC are on  track to collectively  reduce em issions by  32% and
surpass 2025 Paris Clim ate Goa ls.

For more information about The City of San Antonio's sustainability

efforts, visit the Office of Sustainability website at

sanantonio.gov/sustainability 

and the SA Sustainability Dashboard at

sasustainability.com
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https://www.sasustainability.com/category/energy-and-buildings?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
https://www.sasustainability.com/category/land-use-and-transportation?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
https://www.sanantonio.gov/sustainability
https://www.sasustainability.com/?utm_source=Annual+Report&utm_medium=report&utm_campaign=2021+Annual+Report
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